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THE  SOUTHBRIDGE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

1957  -  1958 

Dr.  Ralph  R.  Racicot,  Chairman,  192  Chapin  Street   

Louis  VanDernoot,  Vice  Chairman,  45  Westwood  Pkwy. 

Lorenzo  Beaupre,  131  Central  St  

Armand  Bellerive,  176  Dresser  St.  (to  complete  year)  ..  . 
Anatole  J.  Bombardier,  385  Hamilton  St. 

(Resigned  June  1957)   

Edgar  J.  Bourgeois,  42  Goddard  St  

Mario  DeAngelis,  12  Lebanon  Hill   

Belmore  St.  Amant,  11  Edwards  St  

MEETINGS  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7:30  P.  M.  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
Building. 

There  are  no  regular  meetings  in  July  and  August. 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Robert  L.  Fox 

Residence:   46  Columbus  Avenue    Tel.  4-8400 

Office:    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School    Tel.  4-3285 

SECRETARIES 

Margaret  R.  Connolly,  14  South  Street   Tel.  4-6513 

Mrs.  Leona  Lavoie,  62  Glenwood  Street    Tel.  4-6733 

The  Superintendent's  office  is  open  from  Monday  through 
Friday,  from  8:30  A.  M.  to  5:00  P.  M. 

SCHOOL  PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  William  Langevin,  24  Everett  Street    Tel.  4-7358 

Dr.  Adah  B.  Eccleston,  62  Elm  Street    Tel.  4-8141 
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SCHOOL  NURSES 

Mrs.  Lottie  A.  LeBlanc,  54  Westwood  Parkway          Tel.  4-3359 

Mrs.  Pauline  Boucher,  13  Edwards  Street   Tel.  4-7772 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

Winter  term,  seven  weeks  January  6  -  February  21 

Spring  term,  seven  weeks  March  3  -  April  18 

Summer  term,  eight  weeks  April  28  -  June  20 

Fall  term,  sixteen  weeks  September  3  -  December  23 


NO-SCHOOL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  official  No-School  Announcement  for  all  schools  will 
be  given  over  Stations  WESO,  WTAG  and  WAAB  at  7:00  A.  M. 
and  7:45  A.  M.  There  will  also  be  two  sets  of  eight  blasts  of  the 
fire  siren  at  6:45  A.  M.  When  it  is  necessary  to  make  such  a  de- 
cision in  the  morning,  schools  will  be  closed  for  the  entire  day. 

ENROLLMENT  OCTOBER  1,  1957 


5-7  7-14  14-16        16 -Up  Total 

Grades  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 
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85 
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88 
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85 

87 

85 

4 
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77 

2 
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77 

5 
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99 

106 

99 

6 

91 
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2 

91 
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7 

67 

65 

8 

7 

75 

72 

8 

59 

57 

19 

19 

78 

76 

9 

17 

36 

40 

58 

4 

1 

61 

95 

10 

46 

72 

10 

9 

56 

81 

11 

16 

15 

26 

44 

42 

59 

12 

27 

45 

45 

27 

Trade 

55 

96 

151 

Special  12 

6 

6 

18 

6 

Total    215    199     544    502     186    200     181     54     1,126  955 


Total  Southbridge  Public  Schools    2,081 

Total  St.  Mary's  School    285 

Total  Notre  Dame  School    846 

Total  Ste.  Jeanne  d'Arc  School    261 

Grand  Total  (all  pupils  attending  school  in  Southbridge)  3,473 
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SCHOOL  PERSONNEL 

The  name,  date  of  appointment,  and  degree  appear  in  that  order. 


Robert  L.  Fox— 1954    M.Ed. 

Ciaire  Birtz— 1937 

Ralph  Farmer— 1957  B.  Music 

Gail  Griffin— 1957    B.  Music 

Lewis  Kyrios— 1938    D.Ed. 

Gilbert  Lamarre— 1954    M.Ed. 

Paul  Sweet— 1950 


Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

James  M.  Robertson— 1937    D.Ed. 

Edward  Desroches— 1949    M.Ed. 

Nora  Adams — 1947    Secretary  to  Principal 

Pauline  Aucoin— 1921    B.S. 

Kathryn  Beauregard— 1922    M.A. 

Rose  Brodeur— 1939    M.A. 

Eva  Casavant— 1933    M.A. 

Laura  Chapman — 1953    A.B. 

Joseph  Christopher— 1958    B.S.Ed. 

Constance  Coderre— 1929   B.S. 

Shirley  Demirjian— 1957    B.S  Ed. 

Paul  Duhart— 1949    M.Ed. 

Thecla  Fitzgerald— 1926    M  Ed. 

Francis  Flanagan— 1956    B.S. 

Robert  Hart— 1952    M.A. 

Everett  Holmes— 1945    M.Ed. 

Persis  Howe— 1930    B.S.Ed. 

John  Kowalski— 1955    B.A. 

Barbara  Kyrios— 1940    B.S. 

Harry  McMahon— 1926    M.A. 

Fayne  McMaster— 1956   A.B. 

Maureen  Moriarty— 1957    B.A. 

William  Nickerson— 1941    B.S. 

Ernest  Pappas— 1957    A.B. 

Bernard  Pouliot— 1955    M.Ed. 

Anthony  Sapienza— 1954    M.Ed. 

Frances  Troy— 1927    B.S.Ed. 


Cole  Trade  High  School 

Raymond  L.  W.  Benoit— 1949   M.Ed. 

Maureen  Prokos — 1946    Secretary  to  Director 

Elsie  Hofstra— 1933    Clerk 

Robert  Beals— 1957    M.A. 

George  Braman — 1938 

Anthony  Chlapowski— 1956    B.A. 

Walter  Glondek— 1938 
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David  Knight— 1956 
Lucian  Manchuk — 1956 
William  Paul— 1942 

Frank  P.  Skinyon— 1934    B.S. 

Lawrence  Swenson — 1932 
Edwin  Waskiewicz — 1952 

Charlton  Slreet  School 

R.  Joseph  Racine— 1944    M.Ed. 

Marjorie  Duminie — 1957    B.S. 

Lorene  Fierro — 1954    B.S. 

Helen  Golden— 1948    B.A. 

Claire  Kirk— 1949    B.S. 

Gwen  Kuszewski — 1954   B.S. 

Joan  Little— 1957    B.S. 

Dorothy  Locke — 1954 

Elizabeth  McGrath— 1953    B.S. 

Edith  Manzi— 1957    B.S. 

Marie  Saunders— 1931 

Eastford  Road  School 

Raoul  Lataille— 1939    M.Ed. 

Irma  Buckminster— 1957    B.S. 

Theodore  Finnerty— 1948    M.A. 

Bertha  Foley— 1912 
Irene  Gough — 1914 
Myrtle  Harrald— 1957 

Thomas  Mahoney— 1954   M.A. 

Julia  Morrill— 1914 

Mary  Puracchio— 1951   '   B.S. 

Vincent  Purracchio — 1950   M.A. 

Florida  Tarquinio— 1942    B.S. 

Marcy  Street  School 

Constance  L'Ecuyer— 1940    M.A. 

Patricia  Callahan— 1939   M.A. 

Alice  Dion— 1926 
Faith  Dostal— 1956 

Josette  Dupuis— 1948    A.B. 

Myrtle  Jodrey— 1944 

Martha  Koprowski— 1954    B.S. 

Eva  Salviuolo— 1943   B.S. 

Edward  Stemme— 1957    B.A. 

Mechanic  Street  School 

Anita  Sfreddo— 1953    B.  Music 

Marie  Skaza— 1949 
Rachel  Snow— 1957 
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Pleasant  Street  School 


Camella  Dintini— 1940    M.Ed. 

Elizabeth  Curtis— 1944    A.B. 

Ruth  Sampson— 1930 
Mary  Winston — 1951 


West  Street  School 


Laurenda  Boyer — 1927 

Yolande  Augusto— 1951  B.S, 

Raymond  Fell— 1956    B.S. 

Rita  Hennen— 1957   M.S. 

Elizabeth  Lathrop— 1957    B.S. 

Theodore  Mathieu— 1957    Ph.D. 

Madelene  Proulx— 1954    B.S. 

Dorothy  Sheriffs— 1945 
Anne  Skudlark— 1954 

Celestine  Sweet— 1932    B.A. 


Special  Teachers 

Stanley  Naumnik — 1954 
Clara  Reed— 1941 

William  E.  Rinehart— 1952    B.S. 

Cafeteria  Personnel 

Edith  Freeman — 1953    Manager 

Viola  Galligan— 1953 
Irene  Gates — 1954 
Isabel  Laforce — 1953 
Blanche  Metras— 1957 

Change  of  Teachers 

Retired 

Luise  Corbin — June    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Resigned 

John  Benson — June    Cole  Trade  High  School 

Elwood  Jenness — June    Music  Supervisor 

Nancy  Jodrey — June    West  Street  School 

Eino  Laakso — June    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Ruth  Mahan — August    Charlton  Street  School 

Malcolm  Nash — June    Marcy  Street  School 

Eugene  Remian — February   Cole  Trade  High  School 

Shirley  Richardson — June    West  Street  School 

Sven  Rosengren — June    Guidance  Director 

Linda  Shipley — June    Charlton  Street  School 

Dorothy  Simpson — August  Eastford  Road  School 

Elinor  Small — December   Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Flora  Tait— August   Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
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Lmdzay  Varnam — June  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

(Assistant  Principal) 

Elsie  Wanerka— June    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

John  Welch— June  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Leave  of  Absence 

Dorothy  Berthiaume — June    Charlton  Street  School 

Ruth  Huson — June    Eastford  Road  School 

The  End  of  An  Era 

With  the  resignation  of  Miss  Luise  Corbin  last  June,  the 
oustanding  service  to  the  School  Department  of  Southbridge  of 
a  father  and  daughter,  extending  over  a  period  of  seventy-one 
years,  came  to  an  end. 

Mr.  Fred  E.  Corbin  served  as  Principal  of  Southbridge  High 
School  from  1886-1902  and  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  from 
1902  to  1931.  During  many  of  these  latter  years,  he  held  both 
positions. 

Miss  Luise  B.  Corbin  began  her  teaching  careeer  in  South- 
bridge  in  1914  and  retired  in  June,  1957.  She  had  all  the  attri- 
butes of  a  great  teacher;  patience,  perseverance,  interest  in 
young  people  and  unusual  background  in  her  particular  field. 

The  Corbins,  father  and  daughter,  have  been  a  strong  in- 
fluence in  the  lives  of  the  young  people  of  Southbridge  for  the 
better  part  of  a  century.  For  all  who  knew  them  as  educators 
and  friends,  we  herewith  express  gratitude. 

*       *  * 

Appointed 

Robert  Beals — February    Cole  Trade  High  School 

Irma  Buckminster — September  Eastford  Road  School 

Shirley  Demirjian — September  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Marjorie  Duminie — September    Charlton  Street  School 

Ralph  Farmer — September   Music  Supervisor  (Grades  7-12) 

Gail  Griffin — September    Music  Supervisor  (Grades  1-6) 

Myrtle  Harrald — September    Eastford  Road  School 

Rita  Hennen — September    West  Street  School 

Mary  E.  Lathrop — September    West  Street  School 

Gilbert  Lamarre — September    Guidance  Director 

Joan  Little — September    Charlton  Street  School 

Ehzabeth  McGrath— September    Charlton  Street  School 

Edith  Manzi— September    Charlton  Street  School 

Theodore  Mathieu — September  West  Street  School 

Maureen  Moriarty— September   Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Ernest  Pappas — September    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Rachel  Snow — October   Mechanic  Street  School 

Edward  Stemme — October    Marcy  Street  School 
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Change  of  Janitors 

Resigned 

Armand  Gaumond — June    Mechanic  Street  School 

Wilfred  Pelletier— June  ..  .r   Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Eugene  Tetreault — June   Pleasant  Street  School 

Appointed 

Telesphore  Beauregard — July           Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Anatole  Bombardier — July    Mechanic  and  Pleasant 

Street  Schools 


Janitors 

Joseph  Brouillard  (Head  Janitor) — 1954 

Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Telesphore  Beauregard — 1957   Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 

Anatole  Bombardier — 1957    Mechanic  and  Pleasant 

Street  Schools 

John  B.  Craite— 1946    Cole  Trade  High  School 

Wilfred  P.  Gauthier— 1952    West  Street  School 

Adelard  Lavallee— 1952    Marcy  Street  School 

Theophile  Leduc— 1943    Charlton  Street  School 

Joseph  Moore— 1941    Eastford  Road  School 

George  St.  Martin— 1953    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Southbridge 
Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  present  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  citizens 
of  the  community,  my  fourth  annual  report  which  is  the  sixty- 
sixth  in  the  series  of  such  reports  issued  by  superintendents  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  town. 

Personnel 

Sixteen  teachers  resigned  and  one  retired  from  our  instruc- 
tional staff  of  ninety-four  during  the  past  year.  Two  of  those 
who  resigned  accepted  administrative  positions  in  other  sys- 
tems; eight  went  to  positions  which  paid  higher  salaries;  four 
left  the  profession,  and  two  moved  to  other  communities.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  qualified  replacements  for  these  teach- 
ers, all  of  whom  were  experienced,  must  be  apparent  to  all, 
but  the  task  of  maintaining  an  adequate  staff  is  destined  to  be- 
come more  and  more  demanding.  There  are  many  reasons  for 
this,  most  of  which  emanate  from  the  widely  publicized  short- 
age of  teachers,  thereby  creating  a  greater  latitude  of  choice 
for  qualified,  experienced  teachers. 

In  the  years  previous  to  the  Second  World  War  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  most  people  in  the  profession  to  stay  in  the  same 
community  for  a  number  of  years  and  in  many  cases  for  an  en- 
tire career.  Salaries  were  generally  low;  teachers  were  avail- 
able; security  was  paramount;  and,  consequently,  there  was  no 
great  incentive  to  move  from  place  to  place.  There  existed,  too, 
in  those  years  a  tendency  to  apply  for  positions  in  towns  other 
than  those  in  which  the  teacher  received  her  public  school  edu- 
cation. Now,  however,  experienced  teachers  are  in  demand. 
Salaries  have  become  so  varied  even  in  Massachusetts  that 
maximums  may  be  from  $2,000  to  $3,000  higher  in  one  com- 
munity than  in  another.  Obviously,  since  so  many  opportunities 
present  themselves  each  year,  teachers  who  are  not  deeply 
rooted  in  a  town  will  consider  the  prospects  for  advancement. 
Salaries  in  Southbridge  have  increased  rapidly  in  the  past  few 
years,  but  we  are  barely  maintaining  a  level  which  will  allow 
us  to  compete  in  the  market  for  new  teachers  and  to  keep  the 
good  teachers  whom  we  have  at  present. 

The  time  has  come  when  a  town  must  depend  to  a  consid- 
erable degree  upon  its  own  resources  in  the  replacement  of  re- 
tiring and  resigning  teachers.  It  is  a  common  practice  for  col- 
lege seniors  contemplating  a  career  in  education  to  measure  the 
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attractiveness  of  an  opportunity  by  the  distance  the  school  is 
from  her  home.  Therefore,  the  number  of  local  high  school 
graduates  who  are  preparing,  or  planning  to  prepare  for  the 
teaching  profession  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.  We  hope 
that  more  of  our  able  pupils  will  give  full  consideration  to  the 
advantages  of  teaching  as  a  career.  It  has  always  been  a  re- 
warding profession  spiritually.  It  has  now  become  much  more 
attractive  from  the  material  point  of  view. 

Enrollment 

When  planning  for  future  needs  in  school  space,  a  commit- 
tee uses  past  enrollments  principally  to  discover  trends  and  to 
help  predict  future  school  populations.  The  trend  for  the  past 
eight  years  in  the  twelve  grades  now  administered  by  the 
Southbridge  School  Department  has  been  one  of  gradually 
increasing  enrollment.  The  prospect  is  that  this  steady  increase 
will  continue  at  least  until  1963,  which  is  the  year  when  chil- 
dren born  in  1957  will  enter  the  first  grade.  The  following  fig- 
ures give  a  comparison  of  enrollment  in  the  first  eight  grades 
between  October  1,  1950  and  October  1,  1957: 

ENROLLMENTS 


Grade 

October  1, 1950 

October  1,  1957 

1 

171 

194 

2 

187 

178 

3 

175 

172 

4 

136 

194 

5 

139 

205 

6 

161 

197 

7 

118 

148 

8 

81 

152 

Total  1,168 

1,440 

There  were  483  pupils  in  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  on 
October  1,  1950.  With  the  exodus  of  Sturbridge  students  to 
Tantasqua  in  1954,  enrollment  in  the  local  high  school  dropped 
to  380.  However,  on  October  1,  1956  it  had  risen  to  452  and  to 
466  on  October  1,  1957.  It  is  evident  that  the  increase  in  pupils 
on  the  secondary  level  will  be  gradual  for  the  next  two  years, 
but  since  grades  4,  5,  and  6  average  about  200  each,  something 
must  be  done  soon  to  eliminate  the  threat  of  overcrowding.  A 
recommendation  will  be  made  by  the  Superintendent  that  the 
present  seventh  grade  at  Charlton  Street  School  return  to  that 
building  as  an  eighth  grade  next  September.  This  can  be  ac- 
complished in  that  area  because  Mechanic  Street  School  has 
been  used  as  an  annex  to  Charlton  Street  School  since  kinder- 
gartens were  discontinued  in  1955.    This  is  the  only  possible 
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transfer  of  eighth  grade  students  that  can  be  made  because 
there  are  no  possibihties  for  obtaining  the  necessary  space  at 
Eastford  Road,  Marcy  Street,  or  West  Street  Schools.  The 
step  beyond  this  proposal  will  be  to  institute  double  sessions 
in  some  of  the  elementary  grades. 

New  Proposal  for  Expansion 

A  report  of  the  School  Planning  Committee  and  a  state- 
ment of  its  proposal  appears  in  the  Annual  Town  Report  of  1957 
so  that  it  would  be  redundant  on  my  part  to  include  more  than 
a  few  remarks  about  the  plan. 

There  should  be  no  consternation  over  the  fact  that  this 
committee  working  independently,  objectively,  and  diligently 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  new  high  school  is  the  proper 
solution  to  the  building  problem.  They  are  in  excellent  com- 
pany. The  following  officials  and  study  groups  have  all  come 
to  the  same  decision: 

The  School  Planning  Committee— 1952 
The  School  Committee— 1952 

The  Citizens  Committee  for  Better  Schools— 1954-1956 
The  School  Committee— 1957 
The  School  Planning  Committee— 1957 
The  Finance  Committee— 1957 
The  School  Committee— 1958 
The  School  Planning  Committee— 1958 
The  School  Building  Assistance  Commission — 1952-1958 
The  State  Department  of  Education— 1957 
The  chief  objections,  some  of  which  were  presented  in  1952 
and  others  in  1957,  have  been  eliminated.   They  were: 

1.  Cost  of  plan 

2.  No  need  for  new  trade  school 

3.  Distance  from  center  of  town 

4.  Ruggedness  of  terrain 

5.  Cost  of  land 

To  the  group  of  people  who  insist  that  adding  to  the  three 
large  elementary  school  buildings  is  the  only  course,  this  must 
be  said:  From  four  surveys  made  by  competent  architectural 
firms,  it  was  apparent  to  both  the  1957  and  1958  committees  that 
there  would  be  no  great  difference  in  cost  between  the  addition 
plan  and  the  new  building  plan.  In  the  first  case  the  town  and 
its  children  would  get  more  space.  In  the  second  case  the  nec- 
essary space  would  be  provided,  and  a  modern  program  of  sec- 
ondary education  could  be  adopted. 

The  three  large  buildings  were  erected  in  1937-1939,  about 
twenty  years  ago.  When  they  were  proposed,  statements  were 
made  that  these  buildings  were  planned  with  the  idea  of  adding 
to  them  if  the  provision  of  more  space  ever  became  necessary. 
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Where  was  this  addition  to  be  placed  at  the  Charlton  Street 
School?  The  center  corridors  on  both  floors  run  the  length  of 
the  building,  but  there  isn't  room  at  either  end  to  build  more 
rooms.  Therefore,  the  addition  would  have  to  jut  out  either 
into  the  playground  or  in  front  of  the  building.  This  would 
mean  lengthening  the  building  by  the  width  of  a  corridor  to 
allow  passage  to  the  new  rooms,  a  process  which,  according  to 
architects  would  be  very  expensive.  But  where  was  the  plan- 
ning for  expansion  in  this  building?  To  add  to  the  north  end  of 
the  West  Street  School,  it  would  place  the  gymnasium  between 
two  sets  of  classrooms.  The  south  end  is  adjacent  to  the  much 
higher,  very  limiting  land,  in  terms  of  space  for  building,  of 
Alumni  Field.  An  addition  could  be  placed  quite  easily  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Eastford  Road  School. 

Elementary  school  education  has  changed  considerably  in 
the  past  twenty  years  in  methods,  curriculum,  and  services,  but 
the  chief  need  is  still  one  of  sufficient  classroom  space.  On  the 
secondary  level,  however,  since  the  inception  of  the  idea  of 
total  education,  more  special  areas  are  needed.  Concepts  have 
changed  since  1939.  Must  this  generation  of  students  be  limited 
by  what  was  said  almost  twenty  years  ago? 

Improvements —  1957 

1.  Two  rooms  were  refurnished  at  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School. 

2.  One  room  was  refurnished  at  Charlton  Street  School. 

3.  One  room  was  refurnished  at  Eastford  Road  School. 

4.  A  boys'  sanitary  room  was  equipped  at  Mary  E.  Wells  High 
School. 

5.  Pneumatic  controls  were  extended  at  Mary  E.  Wells  High 
School,  thus  assuring  a  more  even  distribution  of  heat. 

6.  New  equipment  was  purchased  for  the  cafeteria. 

7.  Pleasant  Street  School  was  converted  from  coal  to  oil  heat. 

8.  The  playable  surface  at  Eastford  Road  School  was  increased 
in  size. 

9.  A  drainage  problem  at  Eastford  Road  School  was  eliminated. 

Contemplated  Improvements  —  1958 

1.  The  creation  of  a  newly  equipped  sanitary  room  at  Mary  E. 
Wells  High  School  is  contemplated.  This  will  complete  a 
four-year  project  during  which  time  it  was  planned  to  com- 
plete two  such  rooms  for  girls  and  two  for  boys. 

2.  Four  rooms  are  to  be  refurnished  at  Mary  E.  Wells  High 
School.  Six  sets  of  desks  and  chairs  have  been  bought  for 
this  building  during  the  past  two  years. 

3.  Two  rooms  are  to  be  refurnished  at  the  Charlton  Street 
School.  When  this  is  accomplished,  the  elementary  school 
furniture,  excepting  in  isolated  instances,  will  be  in  good 
condition. 
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4.  Further  extension  of  the  pneumatic  controls  at  Mary  E. 
Wells  High  School  will  be  undertaken. 

5.  More  work  will  be  done  at  the  playgrounds  at  Charlton 
Street  and  Eastford  Road  Schools. 

6.  Extensive  purchases  of  science  equipment  will  be  made. 

7.  A  new  science  series  will  probably  be  adopted  for  the  ele- 
mentary schools.  , 

8.  New  lighting  will  be  installed  in  six  rooms  at  Mary  E.  Wells 
High  School. 

Projects 

At  the  present  time  studies  are  being  made  by  committees 
x)f  teachers  and  principals  in  the  following  categories: 

Arithmetic 

The  goal  of  this  particular  project  is  to  determine  whether 
or  not  the  field  of  arithmetic  may  be  covered  in  seven  rather 
than  in  eight  years.  If  this  seems  possible,  a  start  in  algebra 
may  be  made  in  the  eighth  grade  so  that  plane  geometry  may  be 
taught  to  college  preparatory  freshmen,  intermediate  algebra  to 
sophomores,  trigonometry  and  solid  geometry  to  juniors,  leav- 
ing an  opportunity  for  seniors  to  study  either  advanced  algebra 
or  introduction  to  calculus,  depending  upon  the  advice  of  tech- 
nical college  authorities. 

Science 

There  is  so  much  interest  in  science  today  that  a  definite 
approach  to  the  subject  beginning  in  the  grades  would  not  only 
make  the  entire  school  program  more  interesting  and  attrac- 
tive to  pupils  but  would  condition  those  who  have  special  apti- 
tudes for  the  more  difficult  high  school  science  courses.  Here 
again,  it  may  be  posssible  to  probe  more  deeply  and,  therefore, 
to  prepare  more  completely  for  the  highly  competitive  years 
that  are  predicted  by  college  deans  and  registrars. 

Many  communities  began  the  teaching  of  a  foreign  lan- 
guage in  the  elementary  grades.  The  famous  Cleveland  Plan 
includes  French  in  the  program  starting  in  the  first  grade.  The 
difficulty  in  adding  courses  to  the  curriculum  is  that  of  sur- 
mounting the  limitations  imposed  by  the  length  of  the  school 
day.  If  the  teaching  of  French  seems  feasible,  it  may  be  that 
it  will  be  taught  as  a  special  subject  after  regular  school  hours 
to  those  who  wish  to  participate. 

Teacher  Publication 

Direct  communication  between  school  personnel  and  par- 
ents and  other  interested  citizens  is  desirable  from  many  points 
of  view.  It  offers  an  opportunity  to  relate  the  various  activi- 
ties of  the  school  system,  many  of  which  are  not  important 
enough  to  appear  in  newspapers  but  are,  nonetheless,  of  great 
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interest  to  parents.  Such  a  project  also  offers  the  opportunity 
to  present  correct  information,  to  stimulate  comments  from 
parents  and,  in  short,  to  bring  parents  and  teachers  together 
more  closely  for  the  improvement  of  those  activities  which 
contribute  to  the  development  and  welfare  of  students. 

Curriculum  Guide 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  curriculum  guide  will  be  available 
on  the  secondary  level  in  September.  A  complete  description 
of  courses,  material  on  college  entrance  requirements,  and  a 
summation  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  school  will  be  in- 
cluded in  this  guide. 

Classes  for  Exceptional  Children 

This  study  has  been  in  process  for  over  a  year.  Visits  are 
being  made  by  the  Principal  and  Assistant  Principal  to  other 
schools  having  such  a  program. 

There  are  those  who  believe  that  segregation  according  to 
ability  is  undemocratic  in  a  public  school.  However,  there  is 
no  other  acceptable  method  for  giving  to  gifted  students  an  op- 
portunity to  proceed  at  their  own  pace  and  thus  develop  more 
closely  to  their  true  potential.  In  addition,  if  we  are  prepar- 
ing young  people  for  life  after  school,  it  would  be  fairer  to  have 
them  realize  that  competition  is  inevitable. 


MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL  REPORT 

DR.  JAMES  M.  ROBERTSON,  Principal 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  1957-1958,  as  of  October,  is 
divided  as  follows:  Seniors  -  71,  Juniors  -  101,  Sophomores  -  137, 
Freshmen  -  156,  Eighth  Graders  -  152,  Veterans  -  1,  making  a 
total  of  618  students. 


Program  of  Studies 

Diplomas  are  granted  upon  completion  of  three  different 
courses:  namely:   Academic,  Commercial,  and  Civic-Social. 

Ninety-five  pupils  were  graduated  on  June  7,  1957,  and 
their  names  are  included  in  this  report  for  the  information  of 
interested  citizens. 


Class  of  1957 


Eleanor  Bernadette  Allard 
jDianne  Louise  Allen 
*Joan  Antoinette  Arcoite 

Robert  Armand  Bachand 

Albert  Benjamin 
*Esther  Camille  Benoit 

Ronald  Lester  Benoit 
fBarbara  Ann  Bialy 


Allan  Warren  Blair 
fKenneth  James  Blanchard 
fRaymond  Gerard  Boisvert 
^Lorraine  Theresa  Bourassa 
fBuriel  Evelyn  Brown 

Jeannine  Margaret  Cabana 
^Elizabeth  Adele  Canty 

Carole  Ann  Marie  Castrucci 
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Carol  Andrea  Cerny 
*Jordan  Christo 
fLouise  Ann  Coccia 

Paul  William  Congdon 

Anne  Louise  Cordi 

Paul  Adam  Guzewicz 

Robert  Elroy  Horsley 

Robert  Clifton  Irwin 
fWilliam  Johnson 
*Katherine  Karcasinas 

Andrea  Louise  Kidd 

Margaret  June  Kimball 
fVincent  Kochanek,  Jr. 
*Elaine  Joanne 

Barbara  Krupinski 

Lucille  Regina  Cournoyer 
fRoger  Lionel  Crevier 
tMarion  Annette  Croke 

John  Francis  Curran 
tJudith  Cutler 

Armand  Roger  Daigneault 

John  David  Darzenkiewicz 
fArthur  Leo  Davey 

Richard  DiBonaventura 

Paul  John  Dobson 
fStephanie  Ann  Domijan 
fBarbara  Ann  Duclos 
fCarole  Rita  Dudek 

William  David  DuPaul 
fKenneth  William  Ethier 

Pauline  Marie  Garceau 

Jean  Julia  Gasperski 
fPauline  Cosette  Gendreau 

George  Louis  George 
*Rene  Gerald  Goulet 
fAnn  Clementina  Guardiani 

George  Edward  Paulin 
*Gabrielle  Esther  Plouffe 

Raoul  Emery  Plouffe,  Jr. 
*Ellen  Mae  Rawson 


Daniel  Paul  Remian 
*Carolyn  Louise  Rose 
^Deborah  Mary  Sichol 

Joseph  Gregory  Skarani 
fLoda  Slota 

Richard  Joseph  LaFleche 
*  James  Bernard  Laughnane  III 

Gloria  Lehoneczak 

Constance  Leonard  Lenti 
fThomas  Alexander  Libuda 

Francis  Arthur  Livernoche 
^Natalie  Ann  Lockhart 

Robert  Donald  Lockhart 
fFlorence  Ludwin 

Nora  Elizabeth  Lulli 
fSandra  Onorine  Lulli 
tTherese  Alma  Martin 
^Kathleen  Mary  McDonnell 
fCarol  Jean  McKinstry 
jRussell  Harrison  McKinstry 

John  Sivard  Olsson 
fLucy  Ann  Palmerino 
*Rita  Cecelia  Smith 

Nancy  Caroline  Snow 

Cecelia  Evelyn  Soter 
fLoretta  Spiro 
fStacia  Ann  Steplowski 

Paul  John  Szczygiel 

Roger  Bernard  Thompson,  Jr. 
tAda  Mary  Tieri 

Janet  Louise  Tieri 

William  Andrew  Tremblay 

Jeannine  Marie  Paule  Vallee 
^Joanne  Mary  Waskiewicz 
*Ellen  Mary  Welch 

Paul  Roger  Willett 
^Robert  Henry  Willman 
fHelen  Xanthakos 
fCarolyn  Ruth  Young 

Edward  Paul  Zelazo 


^General  Average  of  80%  or  above  for  four  years 
fMembers  of  the  National  Honor  Society 


Improvements  in  the  School  Plant 

There  have  been  several  major  improvements  in  the  school 
building.   These  include: 

1.  A  second  boys'  lavatory  installed  on  the  basement  floor. 

2.  Additional  lockers  purchased  and  installed  on  the  second 
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floor,  bringing  the  total  number  of  lockers  to  300,  affording 
locker  space  for  600  students. 

3.  Two  additional  rooms  equipped  with  modern  moveable 
furniture 

4.  The  installation  of  six  new  I.  B.  M.  clocks. 

5.  The  installation  of  modern  lights  in  two  rooms. 

Junior  Red  Cross 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  is  a  service  organization.  This  group, 
formerly  under  the  able  direction  of  Miss  Luise  Corbin  and  now 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Lamarre,  gives  cheer  and 
aid  to  the  destitute,  the  ill,  and  the  unfortunate. 

The  work  of  this  group  with  veterans'  organizations  sup- 
plements the  tremendous  tasks  carried  on  by  the  local,  state, 
and  national  patriotic  and  philanthropic  groups.  In  addition, 
the  work  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  is  concerned  with  problems 
other  than  those  of  a  local  or  national  level.  They  have  filled 
chests  with  supplies  and  sent  them  to  needy  individuals  of  other 
nations. 

Guidance  Department 

The  work  of  the  Guidance  Department  will  be  covered  in 
the  report  of  the  Guidance  Director,  Mr.  Gilbert  Lamarre. 

The  Commercial  Course 

The  commercial  program  includes  typewriting,  bookkeep- 
ing, comptometry,  filing,  office  practice  and  all  general  busi- 
ness courses.  The  cooperative  program  with  industry  is  still 
in  operation.  The  course  takes  place  in  the  last  semester  of  the 
senior  year  and  permits  pupils  to  alternate  work  weeks  with 
instruction  weeks.  The  girls,  four  units  of  them,  take  places  in 
reliable  business  institutions  and  have  found  this  program  most 
beneficial. 

The  equipment  of  the  Commercial  Department  is  kept  at 
maximum  efficiency. 

The  College  Preparatory  Course 

The  college  preparatory  course  prepares  students  for  all 
leading  universities  and  colleges  in  the  country.  Many  of  the 
pupils  receive  large  scholarships,  a  tribute  to  their  own  indus- 
try and  a  tribute  to  the  excellent  instruction  of  their  teachers. 
Students  from  this  course  have  entered  such  leading  institu- 
tions as  Cornell,  Connecticut  College  for  Women,  Brown  Uni- 
versity, College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Tufts,  Dartmouth,  Univer- 
sity of  Massachusetts,  Boston  University,  University  of  Michi- 
gan, Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  Clark  University,  Rens- 
selaer Polytechnic  Institute,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, Harvard,  Smith  College,  Mount  Holyoke,  Wellesley  Col- 
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lege,  Simmons  College,  Columbia  University,  University  of 
Connecticut,  University  of  New  Hampshire,  Williams  College, 
Colorado  College,  Ohio  State  University,  The  College  of  New 
Rochelle,  California  Institute  of  Technology,  Georgia  Institute 
of  Technology,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  Northeastern  Uni- 
versity, Westminster  College,  Bates,  Missouri  School  of  Mines 
and  Metallurgy,  Colby  College,  Purdue  University,  Carnegie 
Institute  of  Technology,  plus  most  of  the  leading  colleges  and 
nursing  schools. 

Scholarship  Qualifying  Tests  for  National  Merit  Scholarships 

The  majority  of  schools  select  the  top  10%  of  the  college 
preparatory  students  to  take  this  test.  However,  Mary  E.  Wells 
High  School  administers  the  test  to  all  college  preparatory  stu- 
dents. In  October  of  1957,  255,817  students  took  the  test.  Mary 
E.  Wells  High  students  ranked  with  all  these  students  as  fol- 
lows: Verbal  —  52.6%,  Quantitative  —  58.9%. 

These  scores  mean  that  all  of  the  students  in  the  college 
preparatory  course  ranked  above  the  average  of  the  255,817 
students  taking  the  test. 

Translating  the  scores  of  the  8  students  who  would  have 
been  recommended  to  take  the  test  on  the  standard  of  past  per- 
formance in  high  school,  the  results  of  these  top  8  students  are 
as  follows: 

Verbal  —  87.5% ,  Quantitative  —  89.7%). 

These  scores  mean  that  the  top  8  students  are  better  than 
88  out  of  every  100  students  over  the  nation.  One  young  man, 
Walter  E.  Damian,  was  a  winner  in  the  qualifying  tests. 

The  Eighth  Grade 

The  eighth  grades  of  the  school  system  are  still  housed 
in  the  high  school  building.  This  year  it  has  been  necessary, 
because  of  increased  enrollment,  to  have  four  eighth  grade 
home  rooms.  The  pupils  receive  the  program  opportunities  of 
the  high  school,  and  they  are  eligible  for  all  high  school  activi- 
ties, including  sports. 

Student  Council  Activities 

The  Student  Council  of  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
plays  an  important  part  between  students  and  administration. 
This  organization  is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Rose  Brodeur. 
The  values  of  the  organization  are  manifold. 

1.  Pupils  participate  in  or  manage  extracurricular  affairs. 

2.  Responsibility,  initiative,  and  leadership  are  developed. 

3.  Proper  student-faculty  relations  are  promoted. 

4.  Training  in  worthy  citizenship  is  furnished. 

5.  The  general  welfare  of  the  school  is  promoted. 

6.  The  internal  administration  of  the  school  is  aided. 
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The  Fred  E.  Corbin  Chapler  of  the  National  Honor  Society 

The  local  chapter  of  the  National  Honor  Society,  named  in 
honor  of  the  late  Mr.  Fred  E.  Corbin,  inducted  twenty-one  mem- 
bers during  the  past  year.  The  most  recent  induction  was  hon- 
ored by  a  retired  teacher,  Miss  Luise  Carbin,  who  spoke  at 
the  ceremonies. 

The  following  young  people  have  been  inducted  into  the 
society  during  the  past  year: 

February  1957 

Seniors  Juniors 

Arthur  Davey  Vivian  Anderson 

Lucy  Palmerino  Marjorie  Bliss 

Loretta  Spiro  Susan  Colognesi 

Stacia  Steplowski  Kathleen  Gallery 

Carolyn  Young  Susan  McMaster 

Sandra  Strenk 

November  1957 

Seniors  Juniors 

Alice  Bellos  Marilyn  Blanchard 

Jay  Fitzpatrick  JoAnn  Bozzo 

Helen  Skarani  Arthur  Darley 

Judith  Wood  Alexandra  Papaloucas 

Joan  Russell 
Sara  Schauweker 

Assemblies 

Assemblies  are  held  every  other  week.  These  assemblies 
are  of  immense  value  to  any  student  body  inasmuch  as  they  are 
not  only  educational  but  explore  the  various  phases  of  school 
life.  Furthermore,  they  widen  and  deepen  the  interest  of  the 
pupils  and  serve  as  a  means  of  developing  public  opinion  and 
appreciation.  The  types  of  assemblies  fall  into  many  cate- 
gories, such  as  the  following: 

1.  Education 

2.  Music 

3.  RaUies  ' 

4.  Drama 

5.  Club  Programs 

6.  Movies 

7.  Entertainment 

8.  Honor  Society  Installation 

9.  Science 

10.  Commerce  and  Business 

11.  Observance  of  Special  Days 

12.  Guidance 

The  assemblies  are  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high 
school. 
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Senior  Class  Trip 

One  of  the  extracurricular  activities  which  is  of  education- 
al value  is  the  trip  taken  by  the  seniors  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  order  to  acquaint  the  townspeople  with  the  educational 
value  of  this  trip,  the  routine  itinerary  is  included  in  this 
report. 

Itinerary  "A" 

D.S.T. 

Wednesday — May  7 

Lv.  Hartford    NH  RR  #69        8:15  AM 

Coach  accommodations  provided 

Ar.  New  York   NH  RR       10:25  AM 

Transfer  from  Grand  Central  Terminal  to  the 
B&O  RR.  Terminal  located  across  the  street. 
On  arrival  B&O  RR.  Terminal,  combined 
group  will  go  downstairs  to  have  lunch  in  the 
Shoreham  Cafeteria,  largest  in  New  York  City, 
seating  1,000  people. 

Lv.  New  York    B&O  RR.  #5       12:00  N 

Special  motor  coach  transfer  to  Jersey  City. 

Lv.  Jersey  City    B&O  RR.       12:45  PM 

"CAPITOL  LIMITED"— 
Reserved  coach  seat  provided. 

Ar.  Baltimore,  Md.  —  Mt.  Royal  Sta  B&O  RR.        4:13  PM 

Upon  arrival,  motor  coaches  will  be  on  hand 
to  transfer  party  directly  to  our  hotel  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Ar.  Washington    Motor  Coaches        6:00  PM 

Accommodations  provided  at  the  Annapolis 
Hotel  on  the  basis  of  four  to  a  room  and  bath — 
American  Plan  (with  meals)  —  including  all 
meal  tips  and  the  porters'  tips  handling  bag- 
gage into  and  out  of  the  hotel. 
8:00  PM  —  Evening  tour  visiting  the  Lincoln 
and  Jefferson  Memorials  and  the  Congression- 
al Library,  following  which  group  will  visit 
Glen  Echo  Amusement  Park  for  recreation 
and  dancing. 

Thursday — May  8 

8:30  AM  —  Public  Buildings  Tour,  including 
the  Washington  Monument,  Old  and  New  Na- 
tional Museums,  Mellon  Art  Museum,  and 
Archives  Building,  to  see  the  Constitution  and 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
1:30  PM  —  Afternoon  Tour,  including  the  City 
of  Washington,  Arlington  National  Cemetery, 
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Alexandria    and    Mount    Vernon,  Virginia 
(home  of  George  and  Martha  Washington). 
6:15  PM  —  Combined  group  will  walk  to  Cas- 
ino Royal  Restaurant  and  night  club  for  din- 
ner, show,  and  dancing  until  10:00  PM. 

Friday — May  9 

8:30  AM  —  Public  Buildings  Tour,  including 
the  Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engraving,  Pan- 
American  Union,  White  House,  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  Building,  and  the  U.  S.  Capitol. 
1:30  PM  —  Baggage  to  be  packed  and  taken 
along  on  this  tour  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy- 
buildings  and  grounds.  Time  will  be  given  to 
view  the  Midshipmen's  Drill  and  Review, 
starting  at  3:00  PM. 

Afterwards,  party  will  proceed  direct  to  the 
steamship  wharf  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  stopping 
enroute  to  visit  Historic  Fort  McHenry  — 
birthplace  of  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner." 

Lv.  Baltimore    Old  Bay  Line        6:30  PM 

Stateroom  accommodations  provided  on  basis 
of  two  to  a  room.  Dinner  provided  on  board 
the  steamer. 

After  dinner,  there  will  be  opportunity  to  view 
the  harbor  of  Baltimore  and  Fort  McHenry 
from  the  deck  of  the  steamer. 

Saturday — May  10 

Ar.  Norfolk,  Va   Old  Bay  Line        7:30  AM 

Breakfast  provided  on  board  the  steamer. 
After  breakfast,  party  will  commence  an  all- 
day  sightseeing  tour  of  Historic  Colonial  Vir- 
ginia. Starting  with  a  tour  through  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  the  U.  S.  Naval  Base,  we  cross 
historic  Hampton  Roads  to  Newport  News,  Va. 
While  enroute  through  the  City  of  Newport 
News,  we  stop  for  a  visit  to  the  Mariner's  Mu- 
seum, thence  on  to  Williamsburg,  Va.,  passing 
enroute  the  famous  River  Bridge. 
Admission  included  to  the  buildings  at  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

After  luncheon,  the  party  will  proceed  to 
Jamestown  Island,  returning  via  Williamsburg 
to  Yorktown,  Va.  From  Yorktown,  we  return 
via  Newport  News  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Vir- 
ginia —  also  known  as  "Old  Point  Comfort,"  to 
board  our  steamer  for  return  home. 
Lv.  Old  Point  Comfort    Old  Bay  Line        7:00  PM 
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Same  staterooms  provided  returning  to  Balti- 
more as  were  used  on  the  going  trip.  Dinner 
provided  on  board  the  steamer.  There  will  be 
opportunity  for  divers  recreational  activities 
after  dinner  in  the  ballroom. 

Sunday — May  11 

Ar.  Baltimore,  Md   Old  Bay  Line        6:30  AM 

We  will  have  late  breakfast  aboard,  after 
which  special  motor  coaches  will  be  on  hand  to 
transfer  party  to  the  Catholic  Church  for  9:00 
AM  Mass,  after  which  return  to  the  steamer 
for  luggage. 

10:00  AM  —  Transfer  to  the  B&O  RR.,  Cam- 
den St.  Station  in  time  to  — 

Lv.  Baltimore    B&O  RR.       10:25  AM 

"Capitol  Limited"  —  diesel-electric  streamlin- 
er. Coach  accommodations  provided.  Lunch- 
eon provided  in  the  dining  car  enroute. 

Ar.  Jersey  City    B&O  RR.        2:00  PM 

Special  motor  coach  transfer  directly  to  Grand 
Central  Terminal. 

Ar.  Grand  Central  Terminal    2:45  PM 

Lv.  New  York    NH  RR.  #58        4:07  PM 

Coach  accommodations  provided. 

Ar.  Hartford    6:40  PM 


Recommendations 

There  are  several  recommendations  which  I  would  like  to 
make  at  this  time: 

1.  That  the  town  look  to  the  future  and  purchase  land 
for  the  erection  of  a  six-year  high  school.  Suitable  sites  for 
such  a  school  are  being  sold  and  developed  for  other  purposes. 

2.  That  a  second  modern  lavatory  for  girls  be  installed  on 
the  first  floor. 

3.  That  a  complete  renovation  of  the  Science  Laboratory 
be  made,  with  new  equipment  needed  to  keep  abreast  with  the 
rapid  progress  of  science. 

4.  That  a  library  be  started  and  a  teacher-librarian  be  ap- 
pointed. 

5.  That  more  lockers  be  installed  until  enough  are  fur- 
nished to  take  care  of  all  pupils'  personal  belongings,  coats, 
rubbers,  etc. 

6.  That  the  industrial  arts  program  be  expanded  in  order 
that  those  pupils  who  are  not  interested  in  a  trade  education 
may  have  the  benefit  from  allied  courses. 

7.  That  a  biology  laboratory  be  installed  so  that  pupils 
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may  conduct  experiments  to  increase  their  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject. 

8.  That  a  survey  be  made  to  determine  the  proper  meth- 
ods of  lighting  all  rooms  in  the  school. 

9.  That  more  recent  business  equipment  be  installed  in 
the  Commercial  Department. 

10.  That  money  be  appropriated  for  assembly  programs. 

11.  That  after  ten  years  of  consecutive  service,  teachers 
and  administrators  be  given  a  sabbatical  leave  at  full  pay  for 
professional  study  or  travel. 

12.  That  a  yearly  allotment  of  not  less  than  $1,500  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  band  —  an  unusually  worthy  group  which 
has  been  forced  to  be  self-supporting. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION  AND  EVENING 
VOCATIONAL  COURSES  REPORT 

DR.  JAMES  M.  ROBERTSON,  Director 

Classes  in  evening  vocational  subjects  were  offered  again 
this  year  and  proved  to  be  very  well  attended.  The  following 
vocational  classes  were  started  in  November: 


Elementary  Sewing    Two  classes 

Children's  Clothing    One  class 

Advanced  Dressmaking    One  class 

Tailoring    One  class 

Cooking    One  class 


University  Extension  classes  were  offered  in  the  commer- 
cial and  academic  fields: 


Elementary  Typewriting 

Parts  I  and  II    One  class 

These  classes  were  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the 
State  Department  of  Education  and  were  instructed  by  accred- 
ited teachers. 

Other  classes  in  the  vocational,  commercial,  and  academic 
fields  will  be  offered  when  the  demand  for  them  is  sufficient 
to  form  such  classes. 

COLE  TRADE  HIGH  SCHOOL  REPORT 

RAYMOND  L.  W.  BENOIT,  Director 
Vocational  education  has  a  primary  objective  in  preparing 
young  people  for  profitable  employment  in  industrial  pursuit. 
We  believe  that  a  secondary  objective  is  to  adjust  the  curricu- 
lum in  order  that  young  people  may  go  on  to  higher  education 
if  they  so  desire.  Four  years  ago  the  program  at  Cole  Trade 
High  School  was  adjusted  to  meet  both  objectives  of  Vocation- 
al Education.  History  and  civics  were  dropped  from  the  Junior 
and  Senior  list  of  subjects,  and  geometry,  trigonometry,  me- 
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chanics,  and  physics  were  added.  Today  a  student  at  Cole 
Trade  High  School  is  receiving  the  same  amount  of  time  in 
mathematics  and  science  as  a  student  would  receive  in  a  col- 
lege preparatory  program  in  the  traditional  type  of  high  school. 

The  past  graduating  class  was  the  first  to  receive  this  new 
program,  and  we  hope  that  they  are  better  prepared  to  meet 
today's  problems. 

We  hope  that  the  townspeople  of  Southbridge  will  vote  in 
the  affirmative  for  an  expansion  to  the  Cole  Trade  High  School 
building  needs.  We  were  required  to  place  on  a  waiting  list 
many  boys  who  desired  our  type  of  education  because  of  the 
critical  shortage  which  exists  at  our  school.  We  will  be  unable 
to  absorb  all  of  the  boys  who  are  on  the  waiting  list  this  year. 
This  means  that  many  boys  will  be  delayed  one  full  year  in  ob- 
taining the  training  of  their  choice. 


CLASS  OF  1957 


Cabinetmakers 

Charles  Gaumond 
Ralph  Francis  Pollone 
Robert  Sylvio  Lafleche 


Draftsmen 


Electricians 

Russell  Alfred  Giroux 

Charles  William  Hainesworth  Edward  Adam  Galonek,  Jr. 


Richard  Joseph  Frain 
Frederick  Raymond  Morin 
Demetrius  Stephen  Prokos 
Steve  Angelo  Siogros 

Machinists 

George  William  Dumas 


Roger  William  Peck 
Joseph  Francis  Welch,  Jr. 


Metalsmiths 

Edward  Joseph  Beaudry 
Robert  Allen  Henderson 
Chester  Stanley  Kurowski 
George  Richard  LaRue 
Edward  Franklin  White 
Earl  Kenneth  Wonderlie,  Jr. 


Robert  Ernest  Guerin 
Roger  Ernest  Lataille 
Ronald  Joseph  Poirier 
Walter  Polakowski 
Irving  Warren  Richert 
John  Francis  Szczgiel,  Jr. 
George  Charles  Thomas 
Norman  Raymond  Turner 

Printer 

Gabriel  Paul  Lafleche 


Class  Officers 

President    Frederick  R.  Morin 

Vice-President    Richard  J.  Frain 

Secretary    Robert  S.  Lafleche 

Treasurer    Edward  J.  Beaudry 

Class  Advisor  Mr.  George  Braman 
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Awards 

American  Legion  Post  No.  31  Award 

(Good  Citizenship)    Russell  Giroux 

Director's  Gold  "C"    Frederick  Morin 

English   Steve  Siogros 

History    George  Dumas 

Mathematics    Russell  Giroux 

Science    Ronald  Poirier 

Reader's  Digest  Award  George  Dumas 

Evening  School  Division 

Woodworking: 

Mr.  David  F.  Knight   >.   14 

Drafting: 

Mr.  John  L.  Benson    13 

Mr.  George  H.  Braman    15 

Machine: 

Mr.  Edwin  J.  Waskiewicz    20 

*  Solder  ing- Welding: 

Mr.  George  H.  Braman   12 

Furniture  Refinishing: 

Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Baybutt    22 

Mr.  Antonio  Orsini    20 

Apprentice: 

Mr.  Frank  P.  Skinyon    14 


130 

*Beginning  last  September  we  did  not  offer  Soldering  and 
Welding.  Mr.  Braman  took  over  the  Drafting  Course. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

Some  of  the  more  essential  work  being  done  in  this  depart- 
ment can  be  better  understood  from  the  following  statistics: 


Physical  examinations    677 

Visits  to  schools    384 

Vision  tests    2,118 

Hearing  tests    2,341 

Home  visits    227 

Conferences  on  health  problems    1,990 

Dental  care    255 

Inoculations    4,221 

Pre-School  Clinic  Registration    341 

Donations  for  milk  by  Lion's  Club    $950.00 


Census  of  physically  handicapped  completed. 
Summer  camp  provided  for  two  children. 
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Two  children  were  referred  to  State  Crippled  Children's 
Clinic;  two  home  teachers  were  provided  for  children  unable 
to  go  to  school;  and  Clear  Type  Books  were  obtained  from  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  the  Blind  for  three  pupils. 

PLAYGROUND  REPORT 

DR.  LEWIS  A.  KYRIOS,  Director 

The  playground  season  began  on  July  8th  and  ended  Au- 
gust 20th,  a  period  of  six  weeks.  The  activities  were  conducted 
at  the  following  areas:  Charlton  Street,  Eastford  Road,  West 
Street,  Pleasant  Street,  and  the  Town  Hall. 

Personnel 

Dr.  Lewis  A.  Kyrios,  —  Director 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Beauregard  —  Supervisor  of  Arts  and  Crafts 

Pleasant  Street: 


Supervisor    Miss  Madelene  Proulx 

Assistants    Miss  Diana  McKinstry,  Miss  Mary 

Delehanty,  Mr.  Edward  VanDernoot 

Eastford  Road: 

Supervisor    Mr.  Vincent  Puracchio 

Assistants    Miss  Ada  Tieri,  Miss  Louise  Lataille 

West  Street: 

Supervisor  Mr.  Raymond  Fell 


Assistants  Miss  Kathryn  Hart,  Miss  Elisabeth  Coderre 

Charlton  Street: 

Supervisors  Mr.  Anthony  Sapienza,  Mrs.  Helen  Golden 

Assistants  Miss  Barbara  Strenk,  Miss  Suzanne  Girard 

Enrollment  and  Attendance 


Total  enrollment    1,240 

Average  daily  attendance    540 

Average  percentage  of  attendance    43% 

Largest  daily  attendance    720 


Activities 

Interplayground  competition  in  softball,  volleyball,  and 
dodgeball  was  offered. 

Ping-pong,  zellball,  and  horseshoes  were  presented  as  in- 
tra-playground  activities. 

Singing  games,  quiet  games,  as  well  as  slides,  jungle-gym, 
and  sandbox  activities  were  listed  for  the  "little  people." 
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Arts  and  Crafts 

The  Arts  and  Crafts  exhibit  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on 
August  14  from  2:00  to  4:00  and  from  7:00  to  9:00  P.  M.  Over 
four  thousand  items  were  displayed.  Parents  and  friends  of  the 
children  were  invited,  and  over  five  hundred  people  attended 
this  exhibit.  This  display  was  under  the  excellent  supervision 
of  Mrs.  Kathryn  Beauregard,  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Supervisor. 

Safety  Program 

The  Safety  Program  was  very  successful  as  the  results  were 
excellent.   There  were  no  major  accidents. 

Meetings 

There  were  six  meetings  of  the  Supervisors  held  during 
the  season  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  plan  the  activities  of 
the  week  and  to  consider  any  problems  that  may  have  devel- 
oped during  the  previous  week.  These  meetings  were  a  source 
of  help  to  all. 

GUIDANCE  AND  PLACEMENT  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

GILBERT  O.  LAMARRE,  Director 

Testing  Program 

The  Southbridge  Public  Schools  testing  program  during 
the  past  year  was  composed  of  tests  measuring  scholastic  apti- 
tude or  intelligence,  vocational  aptitude,  interest  and  achieve- 
ment. Group  intelligence  tests  were  administered  to  grades  1, 
4,  7,  9,  and  11. 

Vocational  aptitude  batteries  were  administered  to  grades 
8  and  11.  The  battery  given  to  grade  8  included  mechanical, 
clerical,  and  scholastic  aptitude  tests,  reading  achievement 
tests,  arithmetic  achievement  tests,  and  tests  in  language  arts. 
Individual  profiles  were  drawn,  using  the  data  derived  from 
these  tests.  Representatives  from  Boston  University  adminis- 
tered a  psychometric  battery  of  tests  to  the  Junior  classes  of 
Mary  E.  Wells  and  Cole  Trade  High  Schools  in  January.  An- 
alyses and  individual  profiles  were  subsequently  drawn  up  for 
use  in  counseling. 

The  Boston  University  Cooperative  Testing  Service  Report 
revealed  that,  from  the  California  Mental  Maturity  Test,  the 
New  England  median  was  103.8.  The  Southbridge  grade  11 
pupils  scored  a  median  of  108. 

Metropolitan  and  California  Achievement  tests  were  ad- 
ministered in  all  elementary  grades.  The  children  of  the 
Southbridge  Public  Schools  were  found  to  be  achieving  about 
.6  of  one  year  above  the  National  Group. 
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Counseling 

Group  guidance  talks,  personal  interviews,  field  trips,  and 
teacher-pupil  relations  contributed  in  making  counseling  effec- 
tive. Many  parents  cooperated  with  the  Guidance  Director 
by  encouraging  parent-pupil  interviews. 

The  graduating  class  of  1957  numbered  ninety-five  pupils, 
43  percent  of  whom  continued  on  to  further  education  in  four- 
year  colleges,  junior  colleges,  business  schools,  and  nursing 
schools. 

Employment 

Part-time  employment  of  pupils  outside  of  school  continued 
with  a  noticeable  decline  in  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember. Local  unemployment  affected  our  student  employ- 
ment considerably.  The  recent  enforcement  of  the  labor  laws 
and  age  requirements  accounts  for  the  small  number  of  pupils 
employed  in  the  Sophomore  and  Freshman  classes. 

Recommendations 

1.  It  is  recommended  for  the  welfare  of  our  students  that  a 
Dean  of  Girls  be  appointed  in  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
to  assist  in  the  counseling  program. 

2.  Diagnostic  reading  tests  administered  in  October  indicate 
that,  as  a  group,  the  students  in  our  public  schools  score  well 
above  the  National  average.  However,  many  individuals 
manifested  a  definite  need  for  remedial  reading  courses. 
Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  a  reading  improvement 
program  be  initiated  in  our  school  system. 

Due  to  a  new  policy  recently  adopted,  the  Boston  Univer- 
sity Testing  Service  will  not  be  available  for  our  school  testing 
next  year.  To  replace  this  program,  the  Science  Research  As- 
sociates Testing  Service  will  be  introduced  into  the  Southbridge 
Public  Schools  Guidance  Service. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  REPORT  (Instrumental) 

PAUL  J.  SWEET,  Director 

The  Instrumental  Music  Department  has  had  a  most  suc- 
cessful year,  both  in  the  large  membership  in  its  bands  and  also 
in  the  quality  of  music. 

Public  appearances  of  the  High  School  Band  included  all 
football  games,  several  assemblies,  and  the  annual  Memorial 
Day  Parade  in  which  the  Junior  Band  also  took  part.  In  addi- 
tion the  High  School  Band  performed  at  the  Massachusetts 
Music  Educators  Association  Music  Festival  held  in  Millbury 
and  in  West  Springfield. 

Two  evening  concerts  were  given  in  the  spring,  one  at  West 
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Street  School  and  one  at  Eastford  Road  School.  Both  of  these 
events  were  staged  in  the  manner  of  a  "Cabaret  Night"  where 
tables  and  chairs  were  placed  about  the  hall  to  give  an  informal 
atmosphere.  Sandwiches  and  drinks  were  served  at  intermis- 
sion. Both  events  were  complete  "sell-outs."  The  Elemen- 
tary Band,  Junior  Band,  and  the  High  School  Band  took  part 
in  these  performances.  Interspersed  with  the  band  selections 
were  vocal  groups  from  both  schools.  A  total  of  about  180 
students  from  grades  five  through  twelve  took  part. 

Perhaps  the  high  light  of  the  year  was  the  selection  of  the 
High  School  Band,  by  the  American  Legion  of  the  Southern 
Massachusetts  District,  to  take  part  in  their  mammoth  Conven- 
tion Parade  which  took  place  in  New  Bedford  on  June  19.  Re- 
ports emanating  from  Convention  headquarters  were  to  the 
effect  that  the  Wells  Band  was  a  credit  to  its  school  and 
community. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  REPORT  (Choral) 
Grades  VII-XII 

RALPH  X.  FARMER,  Director 

The  following  report  deals  with  the  plans  and  accomplish- 
ments of  the  Director  of  the  choral  groups  of  the  Music  De- 
partment from  September,  1957  to  January  1,  1958: 

New  Purchases 

1    File  Cabinet 

1    Three-drawer  File 

1    Cabinet  for  Choir  Robes 

1  Autoharp 

1    Music  Stand  for  Conductor 
400    Four-Way  Reference  Music  Library  Cards 
60    Number  Tags  for  Choir  Robes 
3    Locks  for  Pianos  and  Music  Cabinet 
New  Music  and  Supplementary  Music 

Performances  (September  through  December,  1957) 

Thanksgiving  Day  Concert 

Radio  Program  for  Education  Week  by  Mary  E.  Wells 

Chorale 
Parents'  Night  Program 

Christmas  Concert  for  Rotary  Club  (combined  band  and 
choral  groups) 

Christmas  Concert  for  8th  Grade  Assembly  (combined  band 
and  choral  groups) 

Christmas  Concert  for  Grades  9  through  12  Assembly  (com- 
bined band  and  choral  groups) 

Accomplishments 

Catalogued  and  filed  music 
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Repaired  music 

Stored  music  in  separate  cabinet  (old,  etc.) 

Cleaned  and  tagged  choir  robes 

Repaired  choir  robes 

Repaired  risers  for  chorus 

General  cleaning  job  in  Music  Room 

Future  Purchases 

Record  player  and  speakers 
Record  cabinet  and  records 
Upright  piano  for  Music  Room 

Future  Plans 

Christmas  Pageants 
Operettas 
Musical  Comedy 
Exchange  Concerts 
Attendance  at  Festivals 
Local  Evening  Concerts 

Plans  Subject  to  Approval 

Eighth  Grade  Appreciation  Classes  (elective  —  twice  a 

week  —  2  classes) 
Eighth  Grade  Glee  Club  (elective  —  selective  by  audition) 
Ninth  Grade  Appreciation  Classes  (elective  —  twice  a 

week  —  1  class) 
Choral  Groups:     Monday — Girls'  Choir 

Tuesday— Boys'  Glee  Club 
Wednesday — Chorale 
Thursday— Girls'  Glee  Club 
Friday — A  Cappella  Choir 
Voice  Class  for  talented  students,  similar  to  semi-private 
voice  lesson  (twice  a  week  with  credit) 

Miscellaneous  Plans 

Rearrangement  of  Band  and  Chorus  rehearsals  to  remove 
conflicts 

Excuses  and  make-up  slips  for  students  in  choral  groups  if 
examinations  are  scheduled  at  same  time  as  a  concert 
Clock  for  Music  Room 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 
Grades  I-VI 

GAIL  M.  GRIFFIN,  Director 

I  will  divide  this  report  of  what  has  been  taught  in  the 
Southbridge  Elementary  Schools  in  the  past  four  months,  and 
what  I  plan  for  the  future  into  six  sections,  one  division  for 
each  grade. 
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Grade  One 

In  the  first  grade,  as  the  children  have  no  music  books,  I 
have  attempted  to  build  up  their  repertoire  by  teaching  all 
their  songs  by  the  rote  method,  in  which  the  child  learns  by 
imitating  the  teacher.  Through  the  use  of  this  method  the 
children  have  been  able  to  learn  many  seasonal  songs  and 
those  for  special  holidays,  plus  traditional  children's  rhymes 
and  games  set  to  music.  In  the  appreciation  field  I  have  tried 
to  stimulate  their  interest  by  playing  an  occasional  children's 
recording,  and  sometimes  playing  on  the  piano.  However,  this 
second  phase  of  the  program  has  suffered  because  all  the  first 
grades  do  not  have  pianos.  Also  the  short  music  period  has 
not  allowed  me  as  much  time  to  devote  to  the  appreciation  pro- 
gram as  I  wish.  However,  the  results  of  such  a  limited  program 
are  already  evident  in  the  increased  interest  of  the  children 
in  music,  and  in  the  vast  improvement  of  their  singing. 

In  the  next  few  months  I  plan  to  make  more  use  of  record- 
ings, particularly  of  records  featuring  play  and  game  songs. 
I  also  plan  for  the  future  the  use  of  rhythm  instruments,  and 
possibly  in  May  or  June,  a  rhythm  band. 

Grade  Two 

The  second  graders  became  acquainted  with  notes  and  the 
way  a  printed  song  looks  and  is  read  by  following  the  words 
below  the  notes  in  their  music  books.  In  November  I  started 
teaching  them  how  to  read  the  notes  by  first  learning  the  names 
of  the  simpler  notes  and  finally  progressing  to  the  point  of  read- 
ing and  singing  the  entire  scale.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the 
children  have  been  very  eager  to  learn  how  to  read  the  notes 
and  have  done  very  well.  They  have  also  been  introduced  to  the 
quarter  note  and  its  use  in  the  songs  they  learn.  A  few  rec- 
ords have  also  been  used  in  the  second  grade. 

In  the  future  I  plan  to  use  more  recording  and  to  teach 
more  games  in  the  second  grade.  The  children  will  be  intro- 
duced more  thoroughly  to  note  reading,  especially  to  the  mov- 
able "do"  and  to  more  complex  rhythms,  the  uses  of  the  eighth, 
half,  and  whole  notes.  They  have  learned  some  music  theory 
in  the  past,  and  I  plan  to  extend  this  phase  of  the  music  pro- 
gram considerably. 

Grade  Three 

The  third  graders  have  concentrated  mostly  on  note  and 
rote  songs,  and  also  on  the  rhythm  phase  of  the  music  program. 
They  have  listened  to  several  recordings  including  some  of  their 
own.  They  have  also  learned  a  few  dances  to  accompany  some 
of  the  songs  that  they  have  learned. 

As  the  year  progresses,  I  plan  to  do  more  teaching  of  songs 
by  rote-note  and  note  methods.    I  would  like  to  devote  more 
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time  to  teaching  the  children  dances  and  games  to  accompany 
the  songs  they  learn.  I  would  also  like  to  further  the  children's 
appreciation  of  good  music  through  the  use  of  more  recordings. 

Grade  Four 

The  fourth  graders  have  been  singing  many  of  their  songs 
by  note.  They  have  progressed  to  the  point  where  they  are 
ready  to  learn  how  to  find  "do"  and  establish  the  key.  I  have 
also  played  the  entire  Metropolitan  Opera  Company's  recording 
of  Hansel  and  Gretel  in  English.  We  discussed  the  story;  heard 
one  act  of  the  opera  each  week,  and  learned  to  sing  a  simple 
song  from  the  opera.  The  boys  and  girls  really  enjoyed  the 
opera  and,  to  my  surprise,  criticized  the  singers'  pronunciation 
and  clarity  of  voice  in  certain  sections. 

In  the  future,  I  would  like  to  play  more  of  the  children's 
classics  for  the  fourth  graders  as  they  seem  to  appreciate  the 
recordings  that  they  have  heard  so  much.  I  also  plan  to  teach 
them  the  square  dances  that  are  in  their  music  books.  The 
children  will  learn  more  about  the  more  complex  rhythms  be- 
fore the  year  is  over. 

Grade  Five 

The  fifth  graders  have  been  learning  almost  all  of  their 
songs  by  note.  Lately  they  have  begun  to  learn  two-part  songs, 
and  rounds.  They  have  learned  a  great  deal  of  music  theory. 
They  have  begun  to  learn  how  to  control  their  voices  so  that 
they  may  be  able  to  sing  with  more  ease  and  produce  a  more 
pleasing  sound.  Several  of  the  classes  have  learned  one  square 
dance,  and  I  plan  to  teach  more  when  the  weather  is  warm 
enough  so  that  we  may  go  outside.  Hansel  and  Gretel  was 
heard  and  enjoyed  by  these  boys  and  girls.  They  discussed 
the  opera  more  deeply  than  had  the  fourth  graders. 

In  the  future  these  boys  and  girls  will  begin  their  study  of 
the  minor  keys  and  how  they  are  used  in  the  songs  they  learn. 
They  are  also  about  to  learn  how  to  make  and  draw  the  various 
musical  characters  and  figures.  They  will  have  many  more- 
and-more  difficult  two-part  songs  to  sing.  I  also  plan  to  make 
violin  lessons  available  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  graders  who  wish 
them.  At  present  all  phases  of  this  program  have  not  been 
completed. 

Grade  Six 

Boys  and  girls  in  this  grade  devote  most  of  their  music 
class  to  the  mastering  of  the  complexities  of  two-part  songs  of 
a  difficult  nature,  and  to  the  development  of  a  more  pleasing 
tone  when  singing.  They  strive  more  for  quality  than  quan- 
tity.  However,  they  do  not  neglect  the  study  of  music  theory. 
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One  class  has  already  had  an  examination  on  this  subject,  and 
the  other  classes  are  preparing  to  take  one  in  the  next  couple 
of  weeks.  They  very  much  enjoyed  hearing  and  discussing  the 
recording  of  Hansel  and  Gretel. 

I  plan  to  devote  a  lot  of  time  to  the  study  and  singing  of 
more  two-part  songs  in  the  next  few  months.  Since  this  is  a 
difficult  phase  of  the  program  for  the  children  to  master,  I 
plan  to  spend  a  considerable  amount  of  time  on  the  two-part 
song.  However,  there  will  be  periods  left  for  listening  to  and 
discussing  good  recordings  and  musical  television  and  radio 
programs  that  children  their  age  can  enjoy  and  understand. 

All  of  the  grades  are  visited  weekly  for  a  period  of  time 
varying  from  fifteen  minutes  in  the  first  grade  up  to  thirty-five 
or  forty-five  minutes  in  the  sixth  grade.  The  teacher  is  given 
a  short  plan  of  songs  to  review  and  teach  during  the  week  at 
«iome  other  time.  I  try  to  leave  the  individual  teacher  a  lot  of 
freedom  in  presenting  the  lesson  to  her  class.  In  the  case  of  a 
few  teachers  who  have  expressed  their  wish  that  I  teach  more 
songs  in  my  lesson  and  let  them  do  all  the  reviewing,  I  have 
tried  to  do  this.  Since  I  know  that  some  teachers  feel  that  their 
singing  voices  are  inadequate  for  teaching  purposes,  I  try  not 
to  pressure  them  with  too  many  difficult  songs  to  teach  for  the 
first  time.  Instead,  I  allow  them  to  review  songs  that  I  have  al- 
ready taught.  On  the  whole,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  music  pro- 
gram has  been  running  quite  smoothly  because  of  the  wonder- 
ful cooperation  and  understanding  of  the  classroom  teachers. 
They  have  been  most  kind  in  bearing  with  my  mistakes,  and 
they  have  gone  out  of  the  way  to  help  me  in  every  possible 
way.  Because  of  this,  I  think  that  the  children  have  already 
begun  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  new  music  program. 

SCHOOL  CAFETERIA  REPORT 

EDITH  M.  FREEMAN,  Supervisor 

The  number  of  pupils  participating  in  the  school  lunch 
program  has  increased  this  year  so  that  on  many  days  over 
500  are  served.  The  high  point  was  reached  when  606  were 
served  the  Thanksgiving  luncheon.  There  are  approximately 
80  Marcy  Street  children  served  at  the  present  time.  Seating 
facilities  are  inadequate,  however,  and  this  slows  up  the  service. 

New  Equipment 

New  equipment  added  this  year  included  a  refrigerator, 
two  large  fans,  and  an  attachment  for  the  large  mixer.  This 
attachment  enables  the  workers  to  prepare  salads,  etc.,  much 
faster,  and  it  has  proved  a  great  convenience  for  the  kitchen. 

New  floor  covering  has  been  installed  in  the  dining,  dish, 
and  teachers'  rooms  and  also  in  the  kitchen.   Work  tables  have 
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also  been  recovered.  In  addition  these  rooms  have  been  redec- 
orated. 

A  deep  freeze  and  refrigerator,  donated  by  the  Town  In- 
firmary, are  greatly  appreciated,  providing  convenient  and  eco- 
nomical storage  space  for  most  of  the  Government  Com- 
modities. 

Milk  and  Lunch  Programs 

The  Southbridge  Lion's  Club  continues  to  furnish  milk  for 
those  Elementary  School  children  who  cannot  afford  to  pay 
for  it.   This  milk  program  remains  at  a  high  level. 

The  Southbridge  Evening  Women's  Club  pays  for  the 
lunches  of  the  needy  children  in  the  Special  Class  and  Marcy 
Street  School.  This  is  a  highly  commendable  project  since 
good  nutrition  aids  these  children  in  better  school  work. 

AUDIO-VISUAL  AIDS  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

EDWARD  J.  DESROCHES,  Director 

Research  and  experience  continue  to  prove  the  tremendous 
educational  value  of  audio-visual  materials  in  the  instructional 
program.  The  continuing  research  in  this  field  serves  as  a  con- 
stant reminder  to  teachers  that  children  learn  faster  and  re- 
member longer  when  audio-visual  instructional  materials  are 
used  to  teach  them. 

Audio-Visual  Uses 

Teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Southbridge  seem  very 
much  cognizant  of  these  findings  as  evidenced  by  their  many 
requests  for  audio-visual  instructional  materials  during  1957. 
Their  use  of  the  educational  film,  filmstrip,  lantern  slide,  rec- 
ord, and  tape  recording  was  frequent  and  effective  throughout 
the  year. 

New  Equipment  and  Materials 

The  services  of  the  Audio- Visual  Department  were  further 
extended  during  1957  by  the  purchase  of  a  new  16mm  sound 
motion  picture  projector,  a  dual-speed  tape  recorder,  and  a 
public  address  system. 

In  addition  to  the  above  purchases,  forty-five  filmstrips  and 
three  record  albums  were  also  purchased.  The  purchase  of  the 
record  albums  marks  the  beginning  of  what  we  hope  will  be  a 
comprehensive  educational  record  library  covering  all  areas  of 
the  curriculum. 

Student  Projectionists 

Students,  selected  and  trained  by  the  Director,  continue  to 
relieve  teachers  of  mechanical  details  when  projected  aids  are 
used.  Since  this  service  allows  teachers  more  time  for  teaching, 
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it  has  done  much  to  encourage  teachers  to  make  greater  use  of 
audio-visual  instructional  materials  in  their  teaching. 

Community  Service 

The  services  of  the  Audio-Visual  Department  were  ex- 
tended to  many  community  organizations  during  1957.  Equip- 
ment and  operators  as  well  as  record  albums  were  provided 
for  the  following  organizations  during  the  year:  Mothers  Club, 
Rotary  Club,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Sitzmarkers  Ski  Club,  As- 
sociation for  the  Mentally  Retarded,  Pilsudski  Polish  American 
Club,  The  National  Secretaries  Association  International,  and 
the  Jacob  Edwards  Public  Library  where  the  equipment  was 
provided  for  a  weekly  film  program. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

DR.  LEWIS  A.  KYRIOS,  Director 

Our  present  Physical  Education  Program  has  been  organ- 
ized to  include  all  the  elementary  school  students,  the  special 
classes,  and  the  entire  student  body  of  Cole  Trade  High  School. 
Grades  six  and  seven,  both  boys  and  girls,  participate  in  regu- 
lar classes,  while  all  the  students  in  grades  one  to  five  inclusive 
participate  in  programs  prepared  by  the  Director  and  super- 
vised by  classroom  teachers  during  the  recess  period. 

Tumbling  stunts,  calisthenics,  relays,  and  games  are  em- 
Dhasized  in  the  regular  gym  classes.  The  program  is  flexible 
in  order  to  provide  a  wide  range  of  activities  for  the  many  in- 
terests and  needs  of  the  students. 

Physical  Fitness  Tests 

Physical  fitness  tests  will  not  in  themselves  make  a  boy  or 
girl  physically  fit,  but  they  will  provide  the  incentive  and  the 
challenge  to  them  to  improve  their  physical  condition  once  they 
have  the  courage  to  match  themselves  against  the  standards 
and  are  brought  face  to  face  with  their  shortcomings. 

The  physical  fitness  and  proficiency  tests  of  the  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  of  the  United  States  have  been  used  in  testing 
the  Cole  Trade  High  School  students.  The  final  tests  will  be 
completed  in  the  early  spring.  These  tests  are  being  used 
widely  by  many  types  of  organizations  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  tests  are  designed  for  motivation  of  boys  and  girls, 
six  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  to  increase  athletic  sports  parti- 
cipation for  the  development  of  physical  fitness.  They  are  con- 
sidered well  within  the  "safety  zone"  and  capacity  of  the  aver- 
age healthy  boy  and  girl. 

After-School  Athletic  Program 

The  after-school  athletic  program  has  been  organized  to 
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give  the  elementary  student  an  opportunity  to  participate  in 
competitive  sports  with  proper  supervision.  Touch  football, 
basketball,  and  baseball  are  offered  to  the  boys.  The  girls  may 
participate  in  basketball  and  softball.  Coaches  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  insure  proper  supervision.  Schedules  are  carefully 
prepared  to  protect  the  health  and  safety  of  the  students.  Prop- 
er equipment  and  facilities  have  been  received. 

ADULT  CIVIC  EDUCATION  REPORT 

CONSTANCE  M.  L'ECUYER,  Director 

Owing  to  the  limit  of  quotas  having  been  reached  last  year, 
our  classes  this  fall  have  not  been  as  large  as  usual.  Yet  we 
hold  these  classes  so  that  no  one  is  denied,  by  the  town,  the  op- 
portunity he  seeks.  This  year  we  have  the  northern  countries 
of  Europe  represented  with  Sweden,  Wales,  England,  and  Ger- 
many. Heretofore,  southern  European  countries  were  more 
predominant  in  number. 

Each  year  I  take  opportunity  to  reiterate  the  provisions 
of  the  New  Immigration  Act  which  permits  the  filing  of  papers 
after  five  years  of  residence  and  after  only  three  years  for  a 
husband  or  wife  of  a  United  States  citizen.  Also  children  can 
acquire  citizenship  through  their  parents  only  if  they  are  under 
sixteen  years  of  age.  We  are  gratified  that  parents  have  been 
interested  in  doing  this  for  their  children's  sake. 

I  wish  to  repeat  that  everyone  must  be  finger-printed  be- 
fore going  before  the  examiners  for  Naturalization.  Locally, 
the  Police  Department  has  been  most  cooperative  in  this  matter 
so  that  applicants  need  not  go  to  Worcester. 

Most  people  have  now  heard  that  a  person  fifty  years  of  age 
or  over  and  who  has  lived  here  twenty  years  is  not  required  to 
read  English,  but  the  law  also  says  that  these  people  must  pos- 
sess a  knowledge  and  understanding  of  U.  S.  History  and  Gov- 
ernment. Therefore,  these  people  must  acquire  this  knowledge 
through  help  in  the  home  or  through  private  help  from  the 
Evening  School  Director.  She  has  found  that  children  in  Junior 
and  Senior  High  Schools  have  been  able  to  teach  their  parents 
or  grandparents  quite  well  with  her  help. 

Lately,  a  number  of  Southbridge  residents  have  been 
turned  down  by  the  Examiners  in  Worcester  because  they  had 
not  studied  American  History.  These  names  are  received  by 
the  School  Department,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  reach  and 
help  them  if  they  desire  this  help.  Our  Evening  School  class 
in  tl.  S.  History  and  Civics  covers  the  necessary  requirements 
for  Naturalization. 

The  Southbridge  School  Department  is  giving  every  op- 
portunity to  the  non-citizen  to  help  him  become  a  Naturalized 
American.   There  is  not  one  instance  of  a  person's  failing  be- 
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fore  the  Board  of  Examiners  if  he  has  attended  Evening  School 
courses. 

This  year,  every  Monday  evening,  the  Director  of  Evening 
School  is  available  for  the  filing  of  Application  Forms;  for  the 
posting  of  Bonds  by  relatives  or  children  to  enable  their  par- 
ents to  migrate  to  these  shores;  for  the  filling  out  of  Displaced 
Person  Reports  as  well  as  Alien  Address  Reports  each  Janu- 
ary; and  for  the  filing  of  Derivative  Citizenship  Papers  for  chil- 
dren of  citizens. 

The  Director  will  supervise  those  who  cannot  possibly  at- 
tend school  but  wish  to  follow  a  Home  Study  Course  in  History 
and  Government. 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  Civic  Education  Division  of  the 
School  Department  to  obtain  any  data  needed  for  an  applica- 
tion no  matter  how  difficult  the  task  may  seem.  Please  con- 
tact the  Director  so  that  she  will  have  the  opportunity  to  do 
the  work  that  the  Town  and  School  Department  wish  to  have 
her  do  for  everyone,  whether  that  person  is  a  new  arrival  or  a 
long-time  resident  of  the  United  States. 

ART  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

CLAIRE  BIRTZ,  Director 

The  integrated  art  program  in  the  Elementary  grades  in 
Southbridge  gives  each  child  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  a  variety 
of  art  experiences.  Creative  painting  and  poster  lettering  are 
included  in  this  program.  The  pupils  also  work  with  three  di- 
mensional mediums. 

Graded  lessons  covering  each  class  are  available  to  the 
classroom  teachers,  and  a  workshop  in  art  for  teachers  will  be 
held  in  March.  A  good  reference  library  of  arts  and  crafts 
books,  plus  fine  reproductions  of  painting,  is  being  built  up  in 
each  school. 

Because  of  the  limtied  time  which  can  be  allotted  to  each 
school,  classroom  teachers  must  carry  on  many  of  the  art  proj- 
ects, and  they  are  to  be  complimented  on  the  fine  work  being 
done  in  our  schools.  Children  in  lower  grades  lean  toward 
story  illustration  and  creative  painting,  while  older  children 
are  more  interested  in  crafts.  The  classroom  teachers  have 
helped  to  carry  on  this  work  most  efficiently. 

Unfortunately,  because  of  large  classes  and  lack  of  work 
areas,  we  cannot  offer  upper-grade  students  the  type  of  pro- 
gram which  we  would  like  to  present  to  them,  but  we  do  offer 
as  interesting  and  as  stimulating  an  art  program  as  possible. 
The  classroom  teacher  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  this 
work,  too. 

High  School  art  is  elective.  Our  students  are  doing  fine 
work,  but  we  have  a  serious  handicap.  Because  of  the  limited 
time  in  which  the  Art  Teacher  is  in  the  High  School  building, 
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no  student  is  able  to  work  during  a  free  period.  Also  no  stu- 
dent can  take  more  than  two  periods  of  art  a  week.  This  is  not 
enough  time  for  those  who  are  seriously  interested  in  making 
art  their  careers. 

Two  new  cabinets  have  just  been  added  to  the  art  room. 
These  will  help  relieve  our  pressing  need  for  storage  space. 
Our  school  art  library  is  now  quite  large  with  good  books  on  a 
variety  of  phases  of  art.  We  have  excellent  materials  with 
which  to  work,  but  we  are  short  of  time  in  which  to  carry 
on  the  many  varied  art  activities  which  can  be  carried  on  in 
a  good  high  school  art  room. 

CONCLUSION 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
help  and  cooperation  that  has  been  extended  to  the  schools  and 
to  me  during  the  past  year.  The  community  as  a  whole  and 
many  of  its  public  and  private  agencies  have  been  most  help- 
ful. I  am  especially  indebted  to  the  principals,  teachers,  and 
to  the  School  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
ROBERT  L.  FOX 
Superintendent 
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